
 

4th March 2022 
 

Covid 19 Update 
 

Changes to testing in education 

Since Monday 21 February, the Government has removed the guidance for staff and pupils in most 
education and childcare settings to undertake twice-weekly asymptomatic testing, bringing education into 
line with wider society.  

Changes to self-isolation and daily testing of close contacts 

The Government has now removed the legal requirement to self-isolate following a positive test. Adults and 
children who test positive will continue to be advised to stay at home and avoid contact with other people. 
After 5 days, they may choose to take a Lateral Flow Device (LFD) followed by another the next day - if 
both are negative, and they do not have a temperature, they can safely return to their normal routine. 
Those who test positive should avoid contact with anyone in an at-risk group, including if they live in the 
same household.  

In addition, the Government will: 

 No longer ask fully vaccinated close contacts and those aged under 18 to test daily for 7 days, and 

remove the legal requirement for close contacts who are not fully vaccinated to self-isolate. 

 End routine contact tracing. Contacts will no longer be required to self-isolate or advised to take 

daily tests. Staff, children and young people should attend their education settings as usual. This 

includes staff who have been in close contact within their household, unless they are able to work 

from home. 

 From 1 April, the Government will no longer provide free universal symptomatic and asymptomatic 

testing for the general public in England. 

School Operations 

The change in government guidance will also affect the school’s Covid Risk Assessment. Staff will no 
longer be testing twice weekly nor will they be wearing masks in communal areas, although this will still be 
an option if they wish.  

However, we shall continue to: 

 Ventilate the classrooms 

 Monitor CO2 within classrooms  to ensure there is adequate ventilation 

 Use hand sanitizer to ensure that hands are cleaned regularly 

 Wear PE kit on PE days 

Should there be a local outbreak, we still have our outbreak management plan and can reintroduce 
measures from previous Risk Assessments. I sincerely hope this will not be the case, but it is important 
that parents realise that such measures can be quickly reintroduced should they become necessary. 
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School attendance 

School attendance is mandatory for all pupils of compulsory school age. It continues to be a priority to 
ensure that as many children as possible are regularly attending school. Children should attend school 
unless they are too unwell to do so. I am pleased to say that many children have maintained an attendance 
of over 95% which continues to be our target to ensure regular attendance at school.  Currently we are not 
aware of any children who are absent due to Covid. We continue to advise parents when attendance is low 
even if this is due to illness: attendance of 90% equates to a day off school every two weeks.  I am also 
aware that families are keen to go on proper holidays as soon as possible, but I need to remind parents 
that under current legislation, headteachers cannot authorise holidays since these are not short-term 
absences from school. 

 

Thank you for all your support in helping the school and your child to manage through this uncertain time – 
I am looking forward, hopefully, to more stable and predictable Spring and Summer terms. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Simone Fellows 

 

(Headteacher) 

 


