
 

 

 

Monday 8th March 

Dear Parent/ Carer,  

        We are all very much looking forward to welcoming the children on the 8th March and getting 

back to some semblance of normality, as I am sure you are!  Over the past few weeks we have updated the 

procedures we already have in place for keeping both staff and children safe and feeling comfortable and happy 

when they return.  We have followed the guidance provided by the government and been constantly updating our 

plans as new guidance has been released.  We have also taken advice from the Local Education Authority and receive 

regular updates from them.  Much of the guidance has remained the same and therefore school will look and feel 

exactly the same as it did when we returned all too briefly in January!  The main difference in the guidance (for 

primary schools at least) is that staff are now required to wear a face covering in communal areas around the school 

and that staff will eat in their bubble base rather than in the staff room for the time being.  These are both measures 

that we had already put in place as a school in January with the increase number of cases in our area – so for us and 

for your children-it’s very much business as usual when we return. 

Lateral Flow Tests for Staff 

One major change since January however which will go completely unnoticed to your children- is that staff in school 

are now taking twice weekly LFT’s to ascertain if they have coronavirus.  These tests are designed to pick up 

asymptomatic cases and should help us in identifying any cases of covid in adults at school that we would not 

normally have become aware of.  However, they do not pick up 100% of cases and therefore there will be no change 

in our risk assessments in school e.g. even a staff member with a negative LFT will be required to wear a mask whilst 

moving around the school.  As with any covid test, should a member of staff test positive with a LFT they will isolate 

for 10 days, as will the children and adults that they have been in contact with.  Staff will also still be required to seek 

a test immediately if they experience any of the symptoms associated with covid. 

How can you help keep your child’s bubble open? 

Re opening the schools is the first stage in the government’s roadmap.  Please support us in keeping everyone in 

school safe and bubbles open by following the guidance set out in the road map which the prime minister laid out on 

the 22nd March, which included for the time being: 

1)  Not having play dates or allowing children to play together outside in groups after school.  We are all 

too aware that the children are desperate for these things to resume, but hopefully they will get their 

dose of mixing with their friends (at least the ones in their bubble) during the school day.  It’s small 

consolation I know, but our birthday celebrations will be resuming in school this term at the end of each 

month (we’ll be catching up Dec, Jan and Feb) so that the children get to celebrate in a small way with 

their friends. 

2) Wearing a mask in the school grounds unless you are medically exempt (masks will be available if you 

forget so please don’t panic if you’ve left it in the car or at home! 

3) Maintaining 2 metres distance wherever possible in the school grounds and beyond.  We appreciate this 

is incredibly tricky at busy times, but if we can all do our best.    
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4) Keeping your child off school and seeking a covid test if they experience any of the symptoms of covid.   

5) Keeping your child off school if someone in your bubble has covid symptoms and seeking a test for that 

person. 

Reminders for the 8th March 

It seems a long time since we were all together, so even though very little has changed I thought it might be useful to 

send out some reminders.  I attach a list of questions we have been frequently asked over the past week since we 

announced reopening along with an updated copy of the handbook the staff will use when they return.  I would 

recommend that everyone reads the questions document, but the handbook is only included should you want to put 

your mind at rest about the measures we have in place to keep everyone safe.  

Over the next couple of days, the risk assessment on the school website will also be updated with the most up to 

date version, signed off by the governing body.  We’ll let you know when this goes live. 

Kind Regards 

Simone Fellows 

(Headteacher) 

  


