
Music

Block 1 Block 2 Block 3 Block 4 Block 5 Block 6

EYFS I've got a Grumpy Face
The Sorcerer's Apprentice
Musical Focus-
Timbre 
Beat 
Pitch contour Musical 
storytelling 
Louder/quieter Faster/slower
Higher/lower 
Timbre

Witch, witch
Row, row, row your boat
Musical Focus –
Call-andresponse 
Pitch (la-so-mi-do) Timbre
Beat 
Pitch (step/leap) 
Timbre

Bird spotting: Cuckoo polka
Shake my sillies Out
Musical Focus –
Active listening 
Beat 
Pitch (so-mi) 
Vocal play
Timbre 
Pitch (higher/ lower) 
Tempo (faster/ slower) 
Beat

Up & Down
Five Fine Bumble Bees
Musical Focus –
Pitch contour (rising and 
falling) Timbre 
Tempo 
Structure (call-
andresponse) Active listening

Down there Under The 
Sea
It's Oh So Quiet
Musical Focus –
Timbre 
Structure 
Active listening 
Tune moving in 
step Soundscape Dynamic
s
Timbre 
Musical storytelling

Slap Clap Clap
Bow, bow, bow Belinda
Musical Focus –
Music in 3-time 
Beat Beat
Active 
listening Accompaniment

Year 1 Menu Song
Musical Focus –
Active listening
Beat 
Progression snapshot 1

School nativity rehearsals
Performance skills
Lyric learning
Active listening 
Performing to a live 
audience

Football
Musical Focus -
Beat Ostinato 
Pitched/unpitched patterns 
Mi-ri-do 
Progression snapshot 2

Colonel Haithi's March
Magical Musical Aquarium
Musical Focus -
Beat
Timbre 
Music from a film
Pitch 
Structure 
Graphic symbols 
Classical music

Dawn From the Sea 
Interludes
Musical conversations
Musical Focus –
Beat Active listening 
(singing game,musical
signals, movement) 
20th century classical 
music
Question and answer 
Timbre 
Graphic score

Come Dance With Me
Musical focus –
Call-and-response 
Tuned percussion skills 
Rhythm and syllables 
Pitch 
Progression snap shot 3

At Ellistown Primary School, we believe that music is a powerful form of creativity and expression that enriches 

children's lives and brings people together. We aim to provide a broad and engaging music curriculum that develops 
confidence, creativity and a lifelong appreciation of music.

Through listening, performing, composing and evaluating, children develop their understanding of music across a 

wide range of styles, genres, cultures and historical periods. We want all pupils to experience the enjoyment of 
making music whilst developing the knowledge and skills needed to become confident musicians.

Our music curriculum is carefully sequenced to build musical knowledge and skills progressively from EYFS to Year 6. Children develop their understanding of key musical concepts 
including pulse, rhythm, pitch, dynamics, timbre, texture, structure and notation through practical and enjoyable learning experiences.

Children are given regular opportunities to sing, perform, compose and listen critically to music. Musical learning is embedded through classroom lessons, singing assemblies, 

productions, performances, celebrations and extra-curricular activities. Pupils also have opportunities to learn and perform using a range of musical instruments, including whole-class 
ukulele tuition in Key Stage 2. 

We believe that music should be accessible to everyone and that every child should have the opportunity to experience the personal, cultural and social benefits that music can bring. 

Through our curriculum, children learn to collaborate, express themselves creatively and develop confidence in performing to others.

Our aim is for every child to leave Ellistown with a love of music, an appreciation of its importance across cultures and communities, and the skills and confidence to continue their 

musical journey beyond primary school.



Music

Block 1 Block 2 Block 3 Block 4 Block 5 Block 6

Year 2 Tony Chestnut
Musical focus –
Beat 
Rhythm 
Pitch 
Echo 
Progression snapshot 1

School nativity rehearsals
Performance skills
Lyric learning
Active listening 
Performing to a live 
audience

Carnival of the Animals
Magical Musical Aquarium
Musical Focus -
Timbre 
Tempo 
Dynamics
Pitch 
Classical music
Timbre 
Pitch 
Structure 
Graphic symbol 
Classical music

Grandma's Rap
Musical Focus -
Duration (crotchet, qu avers, 
crotchet rest) 
Unison 
Round 
Progression snapshot 2

Swing-a-long-with-
Shostakovich
Cat and Mouse
Musical Focus –
2- and 3-time 
Beat
Beat groupings 
20th century classical 
music
Mood 
Tempo 
Dynamics 
Rhythm 
Dot notation

Tanczymy Labada
Musical Focus -
Duration (crotchet, qu avers, 
crotchet rest) 
Chords 
Progression snapshot 3

Year 3 Music – Compose – Symmetry

Sing – Chilled out clap rap

Beat
Rhythm
Dynamics
Crotchet,
Paired quavers
Notes C-D-E
Crotchet rest.

Harvest festival rehearsals
Performance skills
Lyric learning
Active listening 
Performing to a live audience

Latin Dance
Instrument focus - Ukelele
Salsa 
Beat 
Clave rhythm 
Timbre 
Chords 
Rhythm pattern 
Progression snapshot 2

'March' from the Nutcracker
From a Railway Carriage
Musical Focus - Rondo structure 
Beat 
Higher/lower 
Staccato 
Call-and response 
Ballet music from the 
Romantic period Structure 
(repetition, round, pattern) 
Texture (layers, unison) 
timbre 
Classical music

Fly with the Stars
Instrument focus - Ukelele
Rhythm 
Crotchet, quavers, 
semiquavers 
Pitch (C-D-E/ do-re-mi) 
Dot notation 
Progression snapshot 3

Just 3 Notes
Samba with Sergio
Musical Focus -
Pitch (C-D-E) Rhythm patterns 
Structure 
Minimalism 
Dot notation
Call-and-response 
Samba batucada 
Beat 
Rhythm 
Music and community Rhythm 
notation



Music

Block 1 Block 2 Block 3 Block 4 Block 5 Block 6

Year 4 This little light of mine
Musical Focus -
Pentatonic scale 
Gospel music 
Off-beat 
Rhythm 
Call-and 
response Progression 
snapshot 1

Harvest festival rehearsals
Performance skills
Lyric learning
Active listening 
Performing to a live 
audience

My Fantasy Football Team
Musical Focus -
Beat 
Rhythm 
Rondo 
Rhythm notation

The Doot Doot Song
Musical Focus-
Chords Structure 
Ensemble playing and singing 
Acoustic guitar music 
Progression snapshot 2 
learning to play a ukelele

Fanfare for the Common 
Man Musical focus-
Fanfare 
Timbre 
Dynamics 
Texture 
Silence

Global Pentatonics
Pentatonic scale
different music traditions 
and cultures,
graphic/dot notation.

Year 5 What shall we do with the 
drunken sailor?
Musical Focus -
Sea shanties 
Beat 
Rhythm 
Chords 
Dot notation 
Progression snapshot 1

Keep the home 
Fires Burning
Musical focus -
Music from WWI
Fanfare 
Triad 
Rhythm 
Dot notation

Favourite Song
Instrument Focus – Ukele
Chords 
Structure 
Ensemble singing and 
playing 
Folk-rock styles 
Progression snapshot 3

Building a Groove & Epoca
Instrument Focus - percussion
Beat 
Rhythm 
Basslines 
Riffs Texture 
Articulation 
Rhythm 
Tango

Composition: Lullabies 
(with learnt instrument) 
Three little birds
Reggae, riffs
]offbeat
Chords major triads D and 
G, bassline
Unison
harmony

Why We Sing
Introduction 
to Songwriting
Musical Focus 
Gospel music 
Structure 
Texture 
Vocal decoration
Structure (Verse/ chorus) 
Hook 
Lyric writing 
Melody

Year 6 Music – Exploring 

identity through song 

Musical focus-

Vocal range
voice change
vocal technique
lyrics (internal rhymes) 
anthems.

School nativity rehearsals
Performance skills
Lyric learning
Active listening 
Performing to a live 
audience

Composing For Protest
Empress of the Pagodas
Musical Focus
Composing with non-
musical stimulus 
Lyrics 
Melody 
Ostinato 
Pentatonic scale 
Tempo Dynamics 
20th century orchestral 
music

You to Me are Everything
Musical Focus -
Artist and their influences 
Musical comparisons 
Shadows Lindsay Sterling
70’S Soul music 
Compare cover versions

End of year show 
rehearsals
Performance skills
Lyric learning
Active listening 
Performing to a live 
audience
Harmony

End of year show rehearsals
Performance skills
Lyric learning
Active listening 
Performing to a live audience
Harmony


























































