
Mrs Alice Kendrick 

 

I became an Ellistown Primary School parent in 2019 and since then have come to 

appreciate what a wonderful school it is. As a parent, I have always felt welcomed, 

supported and fully involved in my child’s education which I believe is because of the 

fantastic team ethos here at the school. I am thrilled to have been given an 

opportunity to put myself forward as a potential Parent Governor and to work 

alongside the children, parents and staff to help to make a positive contribution to 

this school and the wider community. Like all parents, I only want the best for my 

children and so I hope to be able to provide reassurance, positivity and a friendly ear 

to others who share my enthusiasm for high standards of education. 

Having worked in primary schools for the last nine years, I have gained an 

understanding of what it is like behind the scenes, of where a school’s strengths and 

weaknesses lie and of how I can provide support.  

Having said this, it is being a parent which has taught me the most about education 

because I now see it from a different perspective. I understand and empathise with 

concerns that parents might raise and share in the moments of success and pride. 

As a mother, I know having positive relationships with staff at the school makes a big 

difference to the children’s learning because it keeps you informed and involved and 

despite not being present in the classroom, you know you are still apparent in the 

learning process. Through my role as a Parent Governor, I hope I can emphasise 

and strengthen these important links between home and school so that children and 

parents gain the most from their time at this school. 

I hope that this role will allow me to represent other parents who share my passion 

for providing the best-quality education for our children and I would be honoured to 

embark upon the journey with the school. I am enthusiastic about education, caring 

and supportive and I hope that by working together with other members of the 

Ellistown Primary School team, we can really make our school flourish and provide 

the very best learning experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Dr Steven Yeomans 
 
I am a father of two children who both attend Ellistown Community Primary School; 
my daughter is in EYFS and my son is in Year 2. I am on the playground most 
mornings (playing Simon says with my daughter) or collecting my children at after 
school club if you ever wish to say hello or discuss a school-related issue (should I 
be appointed).     
 
18 years of working in a Higher Education setting both as a student and teacher has 
enabled me to realise a passion for the learning and development of both myself and 
others. Nothing has made me prouder throughout my career than personally helping 
others to realise their own educational aspirations, including managing a £12m 
research centre to develop 150 doctorate students. During this time, I also passed 
an Associate Teaching Qualification and achieved Associate Fellow of the Higher 
Education Academy status, a standards framework for teaching and learning 
support. I very much look to incorporate the principles of transformative leadership 
and management, teaching and learning, equality, diversity and inclusion, and 
effective governance in an educational setting.   
I am experienced in presenting various group views at committee and have provided 
support to numerous boards and government initiatives at all levels from secretariat, 
working member, Vice-Chair to Chair.  
 
I am currently the Head of Digital Construction for the Construction Innovation Hub, 
supporting the Manufacturing Technology Centre, Building Research Establishment 
and the Centre for Digital Built Britain (at the University of Cambridge) to transform 
the UK construction industry through digital ways of working in order to deliver better 
outcomes for the economy, society and the environment. Part of this work includes 
supporting the Department for Education’s (DfE) new £3bn framework to design and 
build Britain’s next generation of schools incorporating NetZero Buildings, creating 
pioneering carbon positive schools manufactured offsite using Modern Methods of 
Construction. Prior to this, I have been a Lecturer in Digital Construction at 
Loughborough University, a Centre Research Manager and Deputy Director of the 
Centre for Innovative and Collaborative Construction Engineering (CICE). In addition 
to this, I was the vice-chair then chair of the Association of Engineering Doctorates, 
leading a community of top universities engaged in Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths research to drive innovation throughout the UK.  
 
I have experience in digitalisation, innovation, business transformation, research, 
teaching and consultancy. I have specialised knowledge in digital ways of working, 
Building Information Management, cloud-systems and information management for 
improved business, communication and collaboration. I am also an industry expert 
on two major British Standards Institute committees including Digitalization of the 
Built Environment Strategy, and have helped to develop British Standards and 
governance.    
 
I would be both delighted and privileged if afforded the opportunity to become a 
parent governor, whereby I could utilise my experience and skills to support the 
governing body to further develop and enhance Ellistown School Primary School; 
helping to inspire success for all our children and school community.  



Mr Stephen Allen 
 
 
Hello I’m Stephen Allen. I’m just the wrong side of forty and a daddy to a loving, kind, 
caring, if not complex six year old daughter, who keeps my wife and I constantly on 
our toes (year two at Ellistown). 
 
For the last eight years I’ve worked for Rolls-Royce aero engines in Derby and I am 
currently the planning and control manager for the engine test beds. 
I’m responsible for scheduling all the activities happening on the Derby test beds, as 
well as managing a small team of programme managers who look after the individual 
engines whilst on tests.  
We cover everything from routine “safe to fly” tests for new, repaired or overhauled 
engines, to the more complex experimental work and the fancy “test to destruction” 
type of tests you see on the TV. 
 
Previously I’ve held several project/program management posts and original started 
my professional life as an aircraft engineer. 
 
Outside of work, when family time allows, I enjoy watching motorsport, football and 
rugby. 
 
Professionally I can offer a wide variety of business related skills to the Ellistown 
primary school governing body. I’m a skilled and experienced people manager, who 
is used to dealing with difficult and complex decision-making, budget management, 
communication and process and business documentation creation. 
My project management background has given me a proven track record in project 
and task estimation and delivery, as well as the ability to manage challenging 
suppliers and customers. 
 
My experience as a parent to a child with complex needs (officially classified as 
disabled) has given me the opportunity to explore and develop my softer side. 
To improve her well-being and mental abilities, I have spent several years studying 
therapeutic skills and parenting methods via self-study (books and online resources) 
and have attended a number of courses and lectures on the subject. 
I’m also familiar with SEN in schools and the government policies around SEND, and 
have spent a considerable amount of time working with the school to ensure the 
correct support and resources are in place and available for my daughter and for the 
school, to give her the very best opportunities in life. 
 
I see this role as opportunity for me to give my time and skills back to a school, who 
has given so much in support to my family during these challenging times - a little bit 
of payback from a very grateful parent! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mrs Tanya Neeson 

 

 

My children have been attending Ellistown School for a few years now and they are 

incredibly happy and settled. Part of this I am sure is down to the guidance and 

support given to the governors to the school and to be a part of that would make me 

feel a true partner in being able to help shape the development of not only my own 

children’s future whilst at Ellistown but also that of their friends and their peers. 

I will offer the commitment and dedication required and expected during the four year 

term in the position of parent governor bringing hopefully alongside knowledge and 

skills I have gathered through the years in my personal and professional life. 

I believe I have the good interpersonal skills and the necessary literacy and 

numeracy skills that Ellistown are looking for. I also believe that I am able to uphold 

the visions and ethos of Ellistown School that are important for the school to remain 

in the strong position it is in. 

I understand the need for the governors to ensure the school is ran in the best way 

possible and would love the opportunity to be a part of that. 

 

 


